Winter –2019 / 20
Vol 55, No 4

Caledon Comment

Photo by Bruce Smith

Is this the winter that you discover the joys of cross
country skiing in Caledon? For more information
about our club ski trails in the Hockley Valley,
including downloadable trail maps, visit
www.caledonbrucetrail.org
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President’s Message

by Marilyn Ross

There has been an exciting line up of activities for the
club this fall: Bruce Trail AGM in September, Bruce Trail
Day October 6 held at a new location for our club, Elora
Film Festival October 20 as well as the exciting line up of
hikes on Tuesdays and weekends now seen on the new
Bruce Trail hike listing web site with the hikes from all of
the clubs.
Early in September the CHBTC supported a 100km trail
relay event that went from Terra Cotta to Albion Hills and
was hosted by Storm Racing. The club was given a donation for our support in this event.
The student hiking program started the school year with
a class going hiking at Glen Haffy early in October and
more hikes are in the works. Many of these students
have never hiked previously so this is a big adventure for
them, one student even asking if they could hike once a
month!
The Trail Angel program has proven to be very helpful for
those hikers requiring a drive to the start of their hike. The club is rewarded by the joy this
brings to the hikers as well as a donation from many of them. If you are able to help out by
providing a ride for hikers to the start of their hike in our section please contact Dave Moule
at salydave445@gmail.com and he will add your name to the list of volunteer drivers.
A trail change has been made at the Hwy 9 crossing. With the increase in traffic along Hwy
9, it became necessary to reroute the trail so hikers weren’t required to cross at this very
busy location. The trail now runs along the side of Hwy 9 to the traffic lights to provide a
much safer crossing. This is a temporary reroute until a route through the woods can be
completed.
I look forward to seeing you all out on the trails or at our annual Christmas tree sales at
Hockleycrest Farm or our annual Winter Pot Luck where there will be a presentation from
one of our hikers, Carmen Braund, about her hiking trip to the Arctic.
Also, I would love to hear any ideas you might have for our club.

PLEASE GO GREEN!
IN 2018 THE CLUB SPENT $5884.00 ON PRINTING AND POSTAGE TO MAIL THE CALEDON COMMENT TO THE
MAJORITY OF OUR MEMBERS. YOU WILL SEE EVERY PICTURE IN COLOUR, BE ABLE TO CLICK ON LINKS,
AND HELP SAVE TREES AND MONEY. TO RECEIVE YOUR NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL CONTACT THE EDITOR AT
jeankerins@yahoo.ca.
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Bruce Trail Day 2019

There are so many ways to participate. You can search for crickets, build a bluebird box, give out information, make a badge, help
with parking and perhaps most importantly, pass down your
knowledge and love of nature from one generation to the next.
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The Caledon Hills “Fall Colours” End-to-End, 2019
On Thanksgiving weekend, our club happily hosted over one hundred hikers for our annual three-day "Fall Colours" End-to-End. The hikers came
from across Ontario and parts of the United States. Some new to hiking and
others seasoned, they were all very enthusiastic and inspired by the beauty
and challenge of the Caledon hills.
The fall leaves were at their colorful peak. The gold and yellow leaves
glowed and the red ones were on fire. Throughout the weekend, new friendships were formed, laughter rang out, and determination and perseverance
were shown by all.
Gratitude from the hikers was expressed for a well maintained trail and
kind and helpful volunteers. Thank you to the trail maintenance team and
event volunteers - Franca DeAngelis, Fred Nix, Dave Sarginson, Sharon
Kerr, Colleen Zouhar, Jean Kerins, Andree Zeritsch, Colleen Darrell, Greg
Huffman, Brenda Eggett, Bill Murray, Heidi Bischof, Barbara Forster,
Jean Trask, John Maxwell, Carol Maxwell, Sally Cohen, David Moule,
Heather Murch, Peter Leeney, Joan Richard, Jackie Foster and Sandy
Green.

It was a weekend of thanksgiving and celebration. Thanks for our hiking
guests, our committed volunteers, and our part of the Trail that never
ceases to amaze. We look forward to holding our two and three-day endto-ends next year. Registration for these events will begin on May 1,
2020. See the club website for more details.

Three-day Badge Recipients
Amy Harcourt, Amy Lopata, Andrea Lajdecki, Angela Saldanha, Anne Marie Ratych, Art Smith, Belinda Heleno,
Betty Lukey, Bob Shaw, Brenda Andringa, Bruce Hogg, Carole Chueng, Cherry Lu, Christina Laflamme, Christine
Hesch, Christine Lewis, Czeslaw Baranowicz, Dan Welsh, Daniel Lopata, Denise Shand, Diane Van Staveren, Edina Van Staveren, Eric Jeddry, Franca DeAngelis, Fred Nix, Geetha Venkat, Gina Ang, Gina McDonnell, Heather
Murch, Heidi Roth, Holly Brown, Irene Shaw, Irene Taylor, Jackie Xavier, Jacqueline Van Dyke, Jake Bricknell,
Janice Robinson, Jennifer Belanger, Jimmy Kang, John Gibson, Jungnim Kim, Karen Lees, Karen Van Staveren,
Kathleen McCabe, Kevin Butt, Kevin Helmich, Lauren Fontaine, Lilla Fodor, Liz Rzymkowski, Lori Festarini, Lorrain Ledoux, Lydia Ratych, Lynn Amatuzio, Margaret Corner, Margaret O’Dell, Marie Thomas, Mia Amatuzio,
Michelle Wacker, Mike McQuade, Ming Zhao, Murray Hartung, Myeongok Lee, Neal Morris, Omar Freeman, Pearl
Park, Raj Mohar, Robert Sikora, Robin Hogg, Robin Overy, Rosemary Zehr, Rebecca Ng, Ruth Moffatt, Sandy
Green, Srividhya Chinnanna, Sue Fitzgerald, Sukkyuna Kang, Sunia Lee, Susana Baranowicz, Tiffany Ivey, Tim
Haagsma, Vena Venkat, Victoria Mills, Wendy Manning, Yong Lee, Yongdae Park, and Zuzana Cabak

5

6

All-Natural Christmas Trees for Sale
Pre-cut and Cut Your Own
$35 Each
Assorted Boughs, Planters and Wreaths
Various Excellent Prices
All proceeds go toward the Bruce Trail Conservancy’s program to secure, protect and
maintain a continuous conservation corridor containing the Bruce Trail along the
Niagara Escarpment. The supply is limited. First come – first served.
Where: Hockleycrest farm, No. 933445 on the east side of Airport Road (Dufferin County
Rd. #18), 4.4 km north of Hwy. 9 at Mono Mills
When: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. every Saturday and Sunday beginning Saturday, November 30th
while supplies last.
Payment by cash or e-transfer only.
Come and warm your hands by the bonfire while you sip on some warm apple cider – our
thank you for your support.
For further information, call Dave Moule at 647-973-6150 or e-mail him at
salydave445@gmail.com

Some of the wonderful
volunteers who showed up
in July to give our Christmas trees their annual
pruning so they would be
perfect for your home.

Left to Right:
John Maxwell, Dave
Sarginson, Michael
McDonald, Dave Moule,
Diane McKenzie, Marilyn
Ross, Jean Trask, Louise
Carberry and Sally Cohen.
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Students … Meet Nature!

By Elizabeth Ganong

John Muir once said, “Between every two
pines there is a doorway to a new world.” During the 2018-19 school year, our Caledon Hills
Bruce Trail Club, along with the Gosling Foundation, generously opened that doorway for
three fortunate student groups. Our club’s
Student Hiking Program matches student
groups with hike leaders and provides funding to support the experience.
In the fall of 2018, a young Grade 2/3 group
from James Bolton Public School in Bolton
explored Terra Cotta with their teacher (me).
Down the trail we went with the uncontained
Elizabeth Ganong, Student Hiking Program Director
excitement of following blazes and climbing
over a stile. However, our focus was on “What
do you notice?” We recorded our observations through photographs, and upon return to the
classroom, we deepened our learning through research – which earned each and every student
a Nature Hunter badge! Connecting the badge to the experience allowed for not only a memento
of the day, but inspired curiosity leading to understanding.
A few months later, the St. Joseph
Morrow Park Outdoor Ed Club (led by
Shannon Mullen, Health & Physical Education and French Teacher) from
St. Joseph Morrow Park School in Toronto reached out to our club for hike
leaders. As the group had already applied for and received a grant to cover
transportation costs, our club covered
the parking fees at Terra Cotta Conservation Area and planned the hike itself.
The participants were mostly Grades
10 and 11 students who as newcomers
to Canada were being introduced to
St. Joseph Morrow Park Outdoor Ed Club
hiking. What a great way to further embrace their new country!
Hike leaders, Annette Patrick and Lynn McFerran (and a hiking buddy of Lynn’s, Vlad) did a thorough job planning, communicating with everyone, and pre-hiking. Their attention to detail paid
off as Shannon emailed “Thank you so much for the amazing day of hiking yesterday (April
30th)! Students had a great positive experience on the trail. It was nice to see them enjoy the
outdoors so much. This was the first time hiking for many.”
Continued on Page 9
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Students … Meet Nature!

By Elizabeth Ganong

Continued from Page 8

In June, our third sponsored hike was enjoyed by a
group of Grade 5 students from Shaw Public
School in Brampton. Thanks to hike leader, Sandy
Green, assisted by Peter Leeney and Mary-Ellen
Cole, and the participating Shaw staff for supporting this experience at Forks of the Credit Provincial Park. The option to work toward a Nature
Hunter badge was embraced by nine students. In
addition to passing along the school’s heartfelt
thanks to our club, Sandy shared that “Enthusiasm
and curiosity was shown by all from the beginning
to end of our seven-kilometre hike. Snails, Monarch butterflies, wildflowers, frogs, poison ivy,
huge fungi, vultures, a refreshing breeze, and the
falls WOWED the group! For many this was a first
‘long’ hike into the wilderness, but they all agreed
it wouldn't be the last.”
Many thanks to all, including the hike leaders and
Andree Zeritsch, for supporting the Student Hiking
Program. Looking back at the 2018-19 school year,
our club worked with three very different student
groups but approached each experience with the
same goal – to introduce students to hiking. We
most certainly opened that doorway to a new world!

Grade 5 Students from Shaw Public School in
Brampton. Photo credit Mr. Zuberi and MaryEllen Cole

Editor's Note:
A new school
year has started
and two student
groups have already been out
exploring the
trails. Even more
outings are lined
up for the spring!
Congratulations
to everyone involved in this important program.

St. Joseph Morrow Outdoor Ed Club
Photo credit Shannon Mullen
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ANNUAL WINTER HIKE & POTLUCK
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1
At Caledon Village Place
10:00 am – 1:00 pm: Hike. Meet in the parking lot at Caledon Village Place at 9:45 am for
an enjoyable local hike.

1:00pm – Light refreshments at the Hall
2:00 pm – Presentation

Join Carmen Braund as she takes us along on her Arctic adventure.

2:45 pm – 3:30 pm - Social Hour with lots of time to bid in the Silent Auction and to check out
the merchandise table
3:30 pm - Fine Dining - Bring a potluck dish to share
• Check your basements & closets for items to contribute to our silent auction
• Bring the ingredients list for your potluck dish so diners can allow for food allergies
Social Convener: Jackie Clark, 519-833-8531 or clark3@rogers.com
Caledon Village Place is located at 18313 Hurontario St. (Hwy 10) on the east side
just south of Charleston Side Road (#124)
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Thank You Norm Randle

by Joan Richard

I must have said it a thousand times, but I meant it every time. Thanks Norm.
Norm Randle recently stepped down from his role as quadrant leader. When the Caledon club’s
section was divided into quadrants around 10 years ago, Norm was one of the first people to step
up. He lives near the Hockley Nature Reserve and quickly took ownership of the most northern
quadrant.
But overseeing and assisting trail captains was only part of what Norm brought to the trail. He
has been the go-to guy for any lugging, picking up and dropping off for various events throughout
the years. His skill as a sawyer has kept the trail clear and safe; his competence with tools has
kept our equipment going in spite of its taking a beating from the rocky trails and multiple users.
And the best gift to our section has been Norm’s sharing his woodworking skills, including the
large pole for donor plaques that is on a hillside between 7th Line and 5 Sideroad; various benches
including at that site and at the 7th Line lookout, and, as one of the trail captains recently told me,
“Norm and I have replaced the blazepost on IE trail with a beauty (crafted by Norm)”
Norm doesn’t do things halfway. Fortunately, he is staying around to continue as sawyer, tool

Club Sawyers Rob Vander Sluis and John Maxwell
Club
Sawyer
Cec Clark
manager,
general
helper and woodworker extraordinaire. I must have said it a thousand times,

but once again, thanks Norm, on behalf of the club board of directors and members, and everyone
who uses the trail.

Norm catching some rays on the bench he built beside the donor pole he built.

12

.

Thank You Dave Sarginson

by Joan Richard
Down in a valley of the Hockley Nature Reserve there are
three bridges. One of them is unofficially called Cordelia,
named by her proud grandpa when Cordelia was born while
he was building the bridge. Dave Sarginson loves to tell the
story about how excited he was about his grandbaby but
leaves out the part about how instrumental he was in the
design and building of these and other bridges and multiple
boardwalks, especially any with steps or curves.
Dave is resigning as quadrant leader after about 10 years
and many, many hours and structures, some completed,
some stalled by the permit requirements of Niagara Escarpment Commission. But through it all, Dave kept his calm,
professional demeanour.
When he announced his retirement, the response from
members of the trail team included comments like, “I’m sorry to lose my boardwalk building partner” and “Always
been a pleasure to work with you and we hope we can still
call on you when we need you for advice at least”.

Dave was not just a trail and structure builder, but also encouraged others. He mentored his trail
captains, and provided the backup to keep the trail looking good and being safe. When Songbird
Side Trail was new and underused, he repeatedly found people to give it a good trim and have fun
while doing so. Dave is also a great supporter of Habitat for Humanity and proudly
showed off his projects with them. His
Probus group also benefited from Dave’s
knowledge of the trails. And I learned a lot
about Redside Dace and conservation of
same in our creeks from Dave who is a
sport fisher as well. Where does he get
the time?
Fortunately, we plan to see Dave at another of his favorite activities, the kids’ boardwalk build at Bruce Trail Day. And it’s a
boardwalk we will actually use.
On behalf of all the trail users, bridge
crossers, boardwalk traversers, and the
little fish that remain undisturbed because
of Dave’s skill and hard work, thank you
Dave. Keep in touch.
13

SUSQUEHANNOCK LODGE and TRAIL CENTRE
Hiking in the Highlands of North Central Pennsylvania

NEW YEARS - Dec. 28, 29, 30, 2019, Jan 1,
2020
Snow – we will snowshoe, cross country ski.
No snow we hike.

EASTER - April 10, 11, 12, 13, 2020
Welcome spring on the trails and a Polish Easter Dinner.
The Lodge is located in Potter County, Pennsylvania,
2.5 hours south of Buffalo. There is no agriculture or industry
in the area, just great trails. Daily hikes of 10 to 15 km are led
through hardwood forest, many beside mountain streams.
Our lodge provides comfortable accommodation & excellent
meals for $75.00 semi-private, $80.00 private-double
occupancy, $90.00 private-single occupancy, USD per day
per person. These outings have proven to be popular with
the lodge filling quickly.
For more information, including driving directions, please
see hikevincent.wordpress.com or contact Greg Vincent at
519-579-8210 or vincent.greg@gmail.com
For reservations call Carol Szymanik at 1-814-435-2163
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HIKING INFORMATION AND GUIDELINES
The hike listings in the Caledon Comment are condensed. To get the full description of each hike
go to the club website at caledonbrucetrail.org or the BTC website at brucetrail.org
Please arrive 15 to 20 minutes before departure time.
Bruce Trail map and kilometre references are from the 29th edition of the Bruce Trail Reference.
Always carry your Ontario Health Card.
Carry an adequate amount of water and food.
If you have to carry an auto-injector or other medical device, make sure someone on the hike
knows about it.
Unless stated otherwise hiking boots are required and no dogs are allowed.
Unless stated otherwise all hikes will depart at 9:30 am.
Check the website regularly for updates to the hiking schedule.
While there are a few portions of the Bruce Trail within conservation areas that are wheelchair
accessible, use of the majority of the Trail is suitable for foot traffic only. To participate in an
organized hike you need to be able to complete the specified length of the hike on your own or with
your own support person within the time allowed. Please refer to the hiking schedule for details.
Hike ratings have been standardized across most of the Bruce Trail Clubs.
Pace Leisurely - 3km/hour or less
Medium - 3 to 4 km/hour
Brisk - 4 to 5 km/hour
Fast - 5+ km/hour
Terrain Easy - Mostly flat and usually good footing.
Moderate - Some hills and/or some poor footing.
Strenuous - Hilly with steep climbs and some poor footing

Thank you for following
the Trail Users Code all
year.
Please stay on the Trail.

WINTER HIKES - 2019/20
December 8: Mono Cliffs Provincial Park.
A 13 km loop hike that will take approximately
4 hours and is at a brisk pace over moderate
terrain.
January 12: Scotsdale Farm.
A 13 km loop hike that will take approximately
4 hours and is at a brisk pace over moderate
terrain.
February 9: Forks of the Credit.
An 11 km loop hike that will take approximately 3.5 hours and is at a medium pace over
moderate terrain
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WINTER TUESDAY HIKES - 2019/20
FULL HIKE DESCRIPTIONS CAN BE FOUND ON THE CLUB WEBSITE AT
WWW.CALEDONBRUCETRAIL.ORG
See Page 15 for More Hike Information and Guidelines
Tuesday December 3: Kelso Conservation Area.
A 9 km “there and back” hike that will take approximately 3.5 hours and is at a medium pace
over moderate terrain.
Tuesday December 10: Holiday Lunch, Caledon
East, Map 16. A 9 km shuttle hike that will take
approximately 3 hours and is at a medium pace
over easy terrain.
Tuesday December 17: 4th Annual Waterloo
County St. Jacob’s Health Valley and Mill Race
Trail & Christmas Luncheon Hike. A 10 km loop
hike that will take approximately 3.5 hours and is
at a medium pace over easy terrain.

Tuesday January 21: Hilton Falls. A 10 km loop
hike that will take approximately 3.5 hours and is
at a medium pace over easy terrain.
Tuesday January 28: Burlington Beach. An 8 km
loop hike that will take approximately 3 hours
and is at a leisurely pace over easy terrain.
Tuesday February 4: to be determined
Tuesday February 11: Mono Cliffs, A 13 km loop
hike that will take approximately 4.5 hours and is
at a medium pace over moderate terrain.

Tuesday January 7: to be determined

Tuesday February 18: Palgrave Forest. A 9 km
loop hike that will take approximately 3 hours
and is at a medium pace over moderate terrain.

Tuesday January 14: OPEN – check website for
updates

Tuesday February 25: OPEN – check website for
updates
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Comfortable

Hiking Holidays
1 (866) 449-1908
info@letshike.com
www.letshike.com

THE “CAMINO”
April 26 to May 8, 2020
The Camino de Santiago is an iconic trek
covering some 800km across the north of
Spain. Our journey encompasses the last
160km from O’Cebreiro to Santiago de
Compostela, including many “extras” in
order to make it a complete Galician
experience. Thousands of pilgrims have
walked before us, and it is time to add
your footsteps to this famous trail.

SLOVENIJA

The Trail Audit

by Joan Richard

The trail audit completed in June 2019 mostly revealed small
concerns with structures across our trails, such as wobbly
steps, boardwalks sturdy but listing to one side, etc. But the
trail auditor was unambiguous about the state of a small
bridge in the Hockley Valley. To quote the auditor, "This is the
worst looking structure of the whole club. Old, twisted,
warped. Please replace." At least he said "Please". So in no
time at all, Norm Randle and Arie van Walraven did as requested and replaced the bridge. Like most projects on the trail, it's
not the actual structure that's difficult to build, it's the long
distance in from any road, and the hills which seem to go up
in both directions. We owe a lot to our trail volunteers, who
continue to keep the trail safe and enjoyable. Thank you Arie
and Norm.

July 10 to 20, 2020
Slovenija is where the Alps meet the
Mediterranean - a country of amazingly
unspoiled beauty. Our program includes
hikes behind the thundering Slap Pericnik
waterfall, through Vintgar Gorge gushing
with white water, on the slopes of & Mt.
Triglav, and around the glacier-fed Lake
Bohinj. Home base for the entire holiday is
the fairy-tale setting of Bled. Dates were
specifically chosen to catch the Bled Days
Festival, when organizers launch 15,000
lights in egg shells onto Lake Bled.
ONE SPOT LEFT FOR LADY TO SHARE
ACCOMMODATIONS

JAPAN
October 4 to 18, 2020
Traditional customs intertwined with
modern realities! Discover hiking trails
from Tokyo to Kyoto, including treks in
Kamikochi (Japanese Alps), on the slopes
of Mt. Fuji & the Five Lakes District.
Explore Matsumoto, Takayama, & Japan’s
first capital, Nara. Accommodations
include western-style hotels & traditional
Japanese ryokans.
Peak time for fall colours!

2020
HIKING CALENDAR
Email us at info@letshike.com to receive
the much-anticipated Comfortable Hiking
Holidays annual Hiking Calendar, full of
inspirational trips to entice you for months
to come!

Photos by Norm Randle

TICO # 50018498
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New Online Hike Schedule
Our 9 Bruce Trail Clubs run an extensive program of organized hikes throughout the year.
Now, you can browse hike listings from all 9 Clubs in one convenient online location on
the Bruce Trail Conservancy website, brucetrail.org.
View the Hike Schedule Calendar and check out our guidelines.

Club Archivist, Helen Billing, created these wonderful display boards for a
recent club event. Five new volunteers were inspired to sign up to be Land
Stewards, in no small measure due to these informative pictorials. Thank
you Helen, and welcome to new volunteers Lucy, Verity, Karen, Stephen and
Scott.
Taylor-Made Bed & Breakfast

We Love
Hikers!

Come and enjoy some of the best nature has to offer

Doug and Diana would like to welcome you

Daily fresh produce
Excellent selection of meats
Fresh baked buns and breads
Store-made deli sandwiches and hot table
Only a 4-minute walk south of the Caledon
Trailway on Airport Road in Caledon East

31 Bryon St. Lion’s Head, On.
519-793-4853
1-877-434-9464
taylormade@bb-bruce.com
www.taylormade.bb-bruce.com
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Brandon Guoth—New Volunteer Sawyer

Before

After

We have a new volunteer sawyer to celebrate. Brandon Guoth came to us with a lot of work
experience in the outdoors and took the required BTC sawyer certification. Recently he led
a sawyer work party clearing a massive downed tree south of 7th Line. John Maxwell, also
a certified and very experienced sawyer, assisted, as did Jamie Matheson, volunteer extraordinaire.
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Save the Date
Sunday, December 1

Winter Hike and Pot Luck. Details on Page 11

Weekends in December Christmas Tree Sales at Hockleycrest Farm—Details on Page 7
Sunday, April 5, 2020 Annual General Meeting, Hike and Pot Luck Dinner—Details to Follow
Wednesday, April 22

Theatre Orangeville Fundraising Event—Details to Follow

We continue to work with Credit Valley Conservation to improve the hiker and visitor experiences at Cheltenham Badlands. Left to Right: Michael McDonald BTC CEO; Terri LeRoux
CVC CAO; Marilyn Ross Caledon Hills Club President; Jean Kerins Cheltenham Badlands
Management Planning Team member; Bill Lidster CVC Parks Manager and Eric Baldin, CVC
and Cheltenham Badlands Management Planning Team member.

The Bruce Trail Conservancy Mission:
Preserving a ribbon of wilderness, for everyone, forever.

Thank you for receiving the Caledon
Comment electronically.
You are helping our club to reduce our
printing and mailing costs.

Return undeliverable copies to:
The Bruce Trail Conservancy
P.O. Box 857, Hamilton, ON L8N 3N9

